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WORKSHOP ON SUBMITTED LOCAL PLAN 2014
organised by the Federation of Residents’ Associations (FeCRA)
Saturday, 3rd OCTOBER 2015
Time: 9:10 hrs to 13:00hrs
Venue: L18, Law Faculty, Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge
DRAFT 11

9:10-9:30	Registration (the programme is packed so please be punctual. Thank you. 			£5 contributions will be invited on the door to help pay for running costs)


PART 1 	9:30-10:10   	The Local Plan

9:30– 9:35 	Presentation: Introduction and Local Plan:
Ian Mather (Workshop Moderator) – Chair, Cambridge Ahead
· Outline key themes of the Workshop 
· Many residents would like to support the submitted Local Plan as the product of a democratically conducted consultation

9:35-9:50	Presentation: Why has the Inspection of the Local Plan been suspended?
Patsy Dell - Head of Planning, Cambridge City Council
· Clarifying what the Inspectors are querying. 
· Council proposals to do to make the already existing Submitted Local Plan robust to satisfy the Inspectors’ requirements.
· Closing the loop holes which can be circumvented in Planning decisions & 
· How to control the flurry of planning applications in the interim period. (Refer Residents to Index in Local Plan doc.) (Douglas Edwards tba)
· What form the Public Consultation will take and how to respond.
9:50-10:00	Short Q&A

10:00-10:10	Presentation: The National Perspective 
Paul Miner - Planning Campaign Manager, Campaign for Protection of Rural 			England
· NPPF
· Planning Practice Guidance,
· Recent CPRE campaigns
· Government statements
10:10-10:20	Short Q&A 


PART 2	10:20-10:45	Cambridge’s Environment

10:20-10:35	Presentation: Cambridge’s Environment: Historic, Architectural and Green 
		John Preston - former Environmental History Manager for City Council, & freelance 				Environmental Historian 
· Local Plan context: built & natural environment, historic environment strategy
· What’s missing in the evidence base: Cambridge’s multiple special significances
· Pressures: government-dictated expansion, university, affordable housing, transport demands/linkages
· Environmental capacity: key features and vulnerabilities, Green Belt/spaces, medieval market town vs. high-tech city, River Cam, climate change, health & well-being
· Capacity for change??
· quality of changes and of architecture (institutional & domestic/tall buildings)
· pollution & air quality
· climate change
· agriculture
10:35-10:45	Short Q&A

10:45-11:15 	- Coffee break, networking and viewing of display boards -


PART 3	11:15-13:00 	Infrastructure, Transport & Housing

11:15-11:30	Presentation: Infrastructure & Transport 
		Graham Hughes, Executive Director Economy, Transport and Environment,  				Cambridge County Council
· Investing sufficiently in public transport & smart solutions (underground, virtual highway, ring road – Cambridge Futures) – lobbying government
· Clean, efficient, and attractive public transport (options)
· Charging to finance public transport?  (motorists, coach companies, congestion)
· Pedestrians, cycling and accessibility (issue of shared pavements)
11:30-11:40	Water supply (Stephen Tomkins, Cam Valley Forum)
11:40-11:50	Short Q&A

11:50-12:15	Presentation: Housing Strategy & Land Allocation (Speakers tba)
11:50-12:00	Cllr Lewis Herbert, Leader Cambridge City Council, Chair Greater Cambridge City 			Deal Assembly)
		Themes to include besides the position of City Deal:
· Brownfield sites and outmoded retail sites for housing (e.g. Beehive, Marshalls)
· Housing which is affordable, “affordable” and “key worker” housing, student accommodation, transience
· Problem of vacant property
· Impact of expansion in neighbourhoods and communities
12:00-12:07	Dr Ian Lewis, Director for Infrastructure Investment, University of Cambridge:
· Position of the University and Colleges on regional development
12:07-12:15	Michael Bond, FeCRA Committee & Old Chesterton RA
· A Residents’ Association’s point of view

PART 4	12:15-12:45	Q&A from the Floor followed by Panel Discussion

12:45-13:00	Summing Up (TBA)
		Conclusions & action.
· What do we take away from this session?
· Are we better informed now to respond effectively in the Public Consultation?
· Empowering Residents and what Residents can and should do to support the agreed Local Plan arrived at through democratic consultation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]* FeCRA would like to thank Cambridge City Council and Cambridge Ahead for their help and support in the organisation of this workshop *
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