CALL FOR EVIDENCE – NOTES ON SESSIONS 1 & 2
(16th & 18th November 2015)

I have so far attended 2 out of 3 of the City Deal’s Call for Evidence sessions. There is one to go, which I expect to attend. I heard little, if any, support for bus-ways or bus lanes. The City Deal is to underpin the joint Council’s strategy in drafting the Local Plan. The Call for Evidence means that the City Deal Board and Assembly will have spent, by 30th November, 9 hours listening to and questioning experts and local brains invited by them to present alternative sustainable transport solutions for Cambridge and the surrounding area. Besides which they will have made a considerable investment of time in attending citizens' meetings on transport.  I can testify that the line of questioning at the Call for Evidence sessions revealed a demonstrable and overt interest by members of the Board and Assembly in what they heard. It was an excellent exercise in open debate, but before a tiny audience.
Summary of main points heard in Call for Evidence 1 & 2: 
1) Those who spoke against bus lanes were: Jim Chisholm, Robert Samson (no need for infrastructure or bus-ways - California and Switzerland looking at driverless buses).  Overall, gating and road pricing were the preferred options, coupled with making public transport an attractive alternative by placing P&Rs next to "gates". Bus lanes can actually add to congestion because they eliminate the possibility of filter lights.  
2) Raising revenue needs to be principle aim not just spending the government's promised £100m on capital infrastructure for the sake of it. It was pointed out by several people present, including the Board that Road pricing should be part of the package including both residents and commuters, 
3) Multimodal ticketing is vital to make public transport attractive as well as sensibly placed transport hubs.

4) Levies or taxes on parking or road use have to be transparently buying a high quality integrated public transport network (Stephen Joseph - Campaign for Better Transport).

Cornwall have instituted integrated timetabling across their unitary authority area.

5) Connectivity for Villages: Car sharing from villages could supplement bus services and could be encouraged by a road levy exemption (Steve Gooding - RAC Foundation). 
6)  Car trips within the City: Studies by the County Council have shown that there has been rise in traffic within the city, whilst the numbers entering the city have remained stable. A congestion charge simply for entering the city will not stop people from using their car within it once they are there.
7) Reduce easy through flows, keep bollards and provide no parking and ensure circuitous routes for private vehicles (Sustrans). On the other hand provide a tunnel to get traffic through fast between Victoria Avenue and the Railway Station (Echenique & Barker – Futures)

8) Smart traffic management: whereby detectors embedded in the road measure congestion levels and traffic signals hold back traffic on arterial roads outside city (£10m); brief bus lanes placed to allow buses to overtake cars, then re-join main traffic. Pre-paid annual charges for entry to Cambridge, alongside congestion charging for residents to ensure fairness. Congestion need only to decrease 10% to allow free flowing traffic. (Better City Deal). 

9) Parking charges city-wide: This would be non-discriminatory between commuters and residents. 

10) District Trains: two presentations (Anthony Carpen and Cllr Thomas Bygott) supported more use of railway. Collaboration with ARU suggested and public problem solving and advertising of public consultations at bus stops. The Cambridge & District Railway proposal (Bygott) was seriously taken as an option for tranches 2 and 3: it would serve the satellite villages with frequent 2-carriage electric trains with bicycle stands, timetabled to slot in between fast main line trains. 


Of interest is http://www.smartcities.at/assets/Publikationen/Weitere-Publikationen-zum-Thema/mappingsmartcities.pdf - which it is not clear whether the City Deal are familiar with.
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